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Poetry Analysis

In order to understand what a poem means you need to read through the poem at least three times. Each time you read the poem, you uncover another level of meaning.
 
Guidelines for Interpreting Poetry 
]) Read the title of the poem. What do you think it refers to? 
2) Read the poem completely through. Be sure to read from punctuation to punctuation mark. Also, don't get caught up in understanding every word. Try to get a general feeling of what is happening. 
3)Try to form an opinion of what the poem is about. 
4) Reread the poem at least two more times. Find the evidence ITom the poem to back up your interpretation. 
5) A final suggestion is to read the poem out loud at home. This often helps you to clarifY meaning, as poems are intended to be spoken out loud. 

Read the three selections provided to you by renowned poets. Choose one of the poems and complete the following assignment. 

PART A - ANALYSIS 

1) Explain what you feel the message of the poem is. What statement is the author trying to make and/or what message or feeling is the author trying to convey to the reader? 

2) Identify five quotes fromom the poem which support your interpretation of the poem. For each quote you must explain what it means and how it supports your opinion.
 
3) Explain at least one comparison that is being made in the poem. What is the poet comparing?' What reasons do you think the poet is making such a comparison? 

PART B - APPI.YING 

I) In a minimum of half of a page, explain how the poem you selected relates to a real life event. Be sure to give specific examples of the similarities between the two.
 
2) In a minimum of5 lines, compose your own poem, inspired by the content of the poem you originally selected, or on the event that you outlined in Part B 1). If possible, try to write your poem in the same style as the poem you have interpreted. 

